
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY  

MEIGS COUNTY EXTENSION 

OSU Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all 

educational programs conducted by Ohio State University Extension are available 

to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, age, gender 

identity or expression, disability, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, or 

veteran status. Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Agricultural 

Administration and Director, OSU Extension TDD No. 800-589-8292 ( Ohio only) 

or 614-292-1868  

When:  March 28, 2013 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Where:  Mulberry Community Center 

260 Mulberry Avenue 

Pomeroy, Ohio 45769 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers: 

Carolyn Summers - Keynote Speaker 

“ Gardens Filled  With Life:  

Designing with Northeastern Flora”  

 

Peter Heus 

” Crea ting a  Groundc over with Na tive 

Plants”  

 

Eric Boyda 

“   Invasive Plants: More than a  Weed”  

 

Dr. Frank W. Porter 

“ Using Na tive Grasses and  Sedges in the 

Landscape”  

 

Hal Kneen 

“  Using Na tives Doesn’ t Make It Right”  

Using Native 

Plants in the 

Landscape 
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Website -  www.meigs.osu.edu. 

Telephone:  740-992-6696 

Email: kneen.1@c faes.osu.edu 

USING NATIVE PLANTS  

           IN THE LANDSCAPE            
 

 Native plants are increasingly finding 

their way into our gardens. Sometimes, they are 

individual specimens that have been randomly 

stuck in amongst an array of non-native species. 

Who has not driven by a house with a large clump 

of Purple Coneflower surrounded by Cosmos,  

Petunias, and Marigolds? On other occasions, one 

can find a garden filled with a conglomeration of 

native plants, giving the appearance of an English 

cottage garden. There is a design and purpose to 

creating a native plant garden or restoring a land-

scape to its natural setting. One must first learn to 

identify the species to be used and understand 

their growing requirements. Site preparation is 

essential to the survival of these plants. The     

design of the garden must take into consideration 

the proper combination of species to be used. 

And, once established in the garden, the gardener 

must know how to maintain the plants year to 

year. 



  

 

Registration Form: 
(please mail registration form and check 

 payable to Meigs County Extension before  
deadline March 14, 2013) 

 

“Using Native Plants in the Landscape” 

Number of Attending    ___________ 
 
Price per person    x        $30.00 
 

Total Amount  $ ___________ 
 

Make check payable to Meigs County Extension 

 

Name 

Address 

Address 

Phone 

Email address 

**Lunch and Refreshments included** 

OSU, Meigs County Extension 

117 E. Memorial Drive 

P.O. Box 32 

Pomeroy, Ohio 45769 

Phone:  740-992-6696 

Fax:      740-992-4796 

Email: kneen.1@cfaes.osu.edu 

www.meigs.osu.edu 

Sponsors/Exhibitors:  

 

Bob’s Market & Greenhouses 

A. M. Leonard 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

OSU Extension 

Porterbrook Native Plants 

 

Be sure to 

register early, 

spaces fill 

quickly. 

Dr. Frank W. Porter 

Dr. Porter is the owner and operator of Porterbrook Native 

Plants, located along the beautiful Ohio River in Meigs 

County, Ohio. For the past twenty-five years, he has been 

collecting seeds and plants of native species from the Ohio 

Valley region and growing them in display gardens to 

determine their suitability for home landscapes, land res-

toration, and green space in urban environments. He has 

also been studying the native grass and sedge species of 

this region. He is a past president of the Ohio Valley 

Chapter of the North American Rock Garden Society and 

served on the Board of Directors of the West Virginia 

Native Plant Society. He is the author of Back to Eden: 

Landscaping with Native Plants which was published by 

Orange Frazer Press. 

 

 Using Native Grasses and  

Sedges in the Landscape 

    Every gardener has at one time or another planted orna-

mental grasses in their gardens. Most of the time, these are 

non-native species and once established can produce an 

abundance of seeds which escape into our natural areas. 

Native species of grasses and sedges should be an alter-

nate and ecologically functional part of the garden. They 

provide habitat for beneficial insects and wildlife. They 

complement the diversity of wildflowers in the garden. 

And they are exceptionally ornamental when used prop-

erly. We will discuss how to design, plant, and maintain 

native grasses and sedges in our gardens. 

___________________________________ 

Eric Boyda 

Eric is the coordinator of the Appalachian Ohio Weed 

Control Partnership, a partnership between 17 government 

and non-government agencies and the general public.  

Goals of the partnership are to increase the awareness of 

invasive plants and improve the effectiveness of control 

eradication efforts.  He specializes in program develop-

ment, outreach/education, grant writing and developing 

management strategies. 

 

Invasive Plants:  More  Than a Weed 

Non-native invasive plants can threaten the success of 

native plantings. It is critical that adequate effort be spent 

to eliminate the problem before planting.  This presenta-

tion will focus on the identification of common invasive 

plants in home landscapes and offers detailed options to 

control or eradicate these plants.  Mechanical/manual, 

cultural, and chemical control methods will be provided to 

help landowners apply methods they are most comfortable 

with.  

Carolyn Summers 
Carolyn is the author of Designing Gardens with Flora 

of the American East published by Rutgers University 

Press in 2010. She began an atypical career as a land-

scape architect with the Trust for Public Land, produc-

ing an open space report for the Harbor Herons Project 

that has guided preservation efforts to create an urban 

wildlife refuge on Staten Island. She is currently an 

adjunct professor at Westchester Community College 

and serves on the Steering Committee of its Native 

Plant Center, which is affiliated with the Ladybird 

Johnson Wildflower Center. 

 

Gardens Filled With Life: 

 Designing with Northeastern Flora 

      Author and landscape architect Carolyn Summers 

will present an informative review of current research 

that reveals the many ways in which indigenous 

(native) plants form the basis of the food web that sup-

ports a healthy, biologically diverse landscape. Caro-

lyn discusses the ways to minimize harm from exotic 

plants, including the use of indigenous substitutes for a 

wide variety of traditional garden styles. Examples of 

striking, unusual indigenous plants used in formal set-

tings will be provided along with naturalistic styles to 

explore the full design potential of northeastern native 

flora. 

______________________________ 

Peter Heus 

Peter is the proprietor of Enchanter’s Garden which is 

located along the Greenbrier River near Hinton, West 

Virginia. A wide range of habitats exist along the little 

valley that Peter calls home. The beauty and abun-

dance of native wildflowers beckoned him down the 

path to learning their identities, how to use them in 

landscapes and, finally, how to propagate and offer 

them to anyone willing to depart from the usual ideas 

of ornamental gardening. 

  

Creating a Groundcover with Native Plants 

      When we think of ground covers, we usually think 

of swathes of English Ivy, patches of liriope, vinca, or 

even manicured lawns. Are there native plants that can 

replace these poor choices and do the job of covering 

the ground? Absolutely! There are many forbs, grasses, 

sedges and even shrubs and vines from which to 

choose. When using native plants, a groundcover 

should be a diverse mixture of species that not only 

cover the ground but also create an attractive and wild-

life beneficial area. 

Harold “Hal” Kneen 

Hal is the Ohio State University Extension Educator for 

Meigs County, Ohio. He has worked for extension for the 

past twenty-one years, specializing in horticultural crops 

and for the nursery industry in the 70s and 80s. He assists 

Master Gardeners, commercial horticultural operations 

and landowners in both Ohio and West Virginia  

 

Using Natives Doesn’t Make It Right” 

‘Use Native Shrubs and Tress in the right  place’ 

Just because you use native shrubs and trees in your land-

scape does not mean you will find success. Take into con-

sideration the needs, attributes and problems of the native 

plants. We will review twenty common and unusual native 

shrubs and trees you may use in your landscape.  Learn 

where you can get information to make an informed deci-

sion as to which native plants to use in your yard. 

 

_____________________________ 

 

Panel Discussion 

Anyone who has specific problems creating native plant-

ings in their landscape is invited to bring a  photograph or 

map to present to the panel of speakers for discussion.  

With this information, you will be prepared to implement 

your native garden design. 

 


